Black and white can be a powerful design element. Step out of the usual and try a few of these
striking crea ons to add a pop to your layout.

Use WordArt to make words the same length and stack closely together without having to change the wrap. The
contrast between the black and white creates a powerful page or ar cle header.

Try staggering extra large le ers in the background
and placing a nted white frame on the top layer. It’s
a diﬀerent spin on a header and looks very modern.

We either pay a en on to or ignore “clock me” as we
play in the summer sun and note the earth’s lt and the
lengthening days. We live by me. We reckon me in
seconds and minutes and hours, or we use broader
chunks like supper me and summer me.
God keeps another sort of me. God speaks to us of
“saving me,” that is, the me of salva on. This sense of
me is called kairos, and this me is always now, always
present and available, always revealing, o en surprising.
This Sunday’s readings alert us to the reality and the
import of God’s me. Ezekiel and the Gospel of Mark
remind us that our labor and our plo ng and our planning rest in God. For God takes our smallest eﬀorts and
makes of them great works. Paul points us to the
“harvest” me, urges us to be watchful for its coming,
and calls us to recognize that we must spend our me
pleasing God.
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Living along the shores of Lake Superior—
the “big lake,” as the locals call it—you can
o en hear the advice, “Respect the lake;
don’t take it for granted.” People who know
Lake Superior respect its power and watch
out for its many moods. Sunken ships and
boats crushed into kindling are tes monies
to what the lake can do.
The readings of this Sunday evoke our
memories of the lake, of the mighty Mississippi River, or of the ocean itself. Who but
God can control these mighty waters and
set limits to their advance? The lake described in today’s Gospel was a body of
water subject to sudden storms and
churned into dangerous waves by terrible
winds.
But these mighty agents are subject to God.
The sailor and the fisher all respect the
water. Even more, they respect the awesome power of the Maker of wind and sea.

Place an image and an ar cle side by side and use
the empty space to your advantage with a solid
black text box that spans both elements and es the
grouping together.

Be on the lookout for a step by step video on how
each of these designs were created.

