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I was surprised yesterday when I read in 
my parish bulletin that our parish was hosting 
an organ concert that afternoon. I checked the 
previous week’s bulletin and the parish Web 
site and did not find it listed in either place. 
The event was planned by an outside 
organization that was drawing on its 
membership to attend, but I know that many 
parish members would also have attended if 
they had known about it in advance. 

 
How many times are we surprised by low 

attendance at parish events? Offering 
programs of limited interest is one thing, but 
not properly promoting the event is quite 
another. Our parish worked with a capital 
campaign consultant who told us that people 
need to hear a message seventeen times 
before it takes root and prompts action. That 
might be true in the capital campaign arena, 
where folks are being asked to make 
significant financial gifts. For most parish 
events, we can count on good results when 
we include event information in the weekly 
bulletin, but certainly more than one notice is 
needed. For major parish-wide events, we 
should allow at least three weeks of bulletin 
articles. An insert in the bulletin might also 
be appropriate, as is information on the parish 
Web site. Posters displayed in parish 
gathering spaces are yet another medium to 
consider. Many parishes also use services 
such as Constant Contact® or another e-
mailing system to spread the message. 

This past weekend my parishes launched 
its Facebook® page. If you don’t know what 
this free social networking service is, check 
in with a teen, a 20-something, or a 49-year-
old J. S. Paluch employee. Facebook® allows 
us to post information about upcoming events 
at the parish. Without going into too much 
detail, Facebook® allows our “fans” easy 
access to information about all parish 
activities. Fans can also post comments about 
our posts on their own Facebook® pages, or 
you can allow fans to post on the parish’s 
page. But after reviewing a few parishes’ 
Facebook® pages, I would caution against 
allowing your fans to add a post to your 
parish page; some were offensive.  Be sure to 
check out WLP Music on Facebook® as an 
example on how you, too, can promote your 
parish’s events. 

 
Does seventeen different exposures to 

your message not seem doable? If we add up 
the three to four bulletin listings, the Web site 
notice, the weekly viewing of the poster, 
several Facebook® posts, and an 
announcement at Mass, we’re just about 
there. Of course, you’ll have to promote the 
fact that your parish has a Facebook® page. 
Now about your Advent reconciliation 
service—what are your plans to draw people 
to attend? 

T I M E 
Invitations to Pray  



The scripture readings in November 
focused on the “end times.” Two of the 
homilists I heard on the Thirty-third Sunday 
made reference to the new Hollywood 
offering 2012. They pointed out that the 
movie lacked our belief in salvation and 
God’s promise to us of eternal life. Fr. Larry 
suggested that we need to treat today as if 
tomorrow will be the last day. What would 
we do to make a difference? The Gospel for 
the First Sunday of Advent returns to a 
similar theme, but Jesus tells us to “stand 
erect and raise your heads because your 
redemption is at hand” (Luke 21:28). 

 
In Matthew’s Gospel for the Christmas 

Vigil Mass, we hear the genealogy of Jesus. 
Consider your own genealogy. What do we 
learn about ourselves from our ancestors? 
This Christmas there will be many family 
gatherings and opportunities to hear the old 
family stories. Maybe some new ones will be 
revealed. Pay attention to these stories; as 
you learn about your ancestors you will learn 
about yourself. Some of their characteristics 
formed you. My mother claims that I 
inherited her brother’s singing voice. His 
name, Francis, is my middle name, and I 
think of him often when I am the cantor or 
sing in the choir. Reminisce about those 
relatives you admire. Perhaps your inventory 

of talent can be bolstered by recalling and 
adopting those gifts, talents, and activities 
that dear old Auntie shared with her parish 
community. Imagine our “end days” if 
everyone recognized and shared their talents 
during the time we live on earth. 

 
Speaking of Christmas, every few years I 

compose a family quiz for our Christmas Eve 
gathering. The questions range from “What 
color dress did Mom wear to each of my five 
sisters’ weddings?” to “Who were our 
godparents?” My brothers-in-law receive a 
different quiz to make sure they have been 
paying attention to our stories over the years. 
They have to match the names of our aunts 
and uncles together correctly based on our 
stories. As a way of educating your parish 
members about the ministry needs of your 
parish, your parish quiz might include such 
questions as “How many lectors are needed 
each Sunday?” “How many people hours 
does it take to set the Christmas 
environment?” “When do the sacristans meet 
to clean the church?” This fun and informal 
way of informing the parish of the ministry 
roles, skills needed, time commitment, etc. is 
an great way to draw more people into the 
ministries. In your answer key, be sure to 
include a description and contact information 
for each ministry. 

TALENT 
Invitations to Participate 
Pa

ris
h 

Q
ui

z 1. How many lectors are needed each Sunday to proclaim the Word of God? 
2. How many Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are needed each Sunday? 
3. How many people hours does it take to decorate the church for Christmas? 
4. Which day, time, and for how long do the sacristans meet to clean the church? 
5. What time is Midnight Mass? 
 
Answers: 

1. 10, 2. 35, 3. 40, 4. Fridays after morning Mass for one hour, 5. Midnight. 

Looking to share your time and talent in these ministries? Call the Parish Office today! 



Retailers—or maybe it’s the media—have 
labeled the day after Thanksgiving as Black 
Friday, the day when the stores begin earning 
enough money to be profitable. In early 
November some retailers began discounting 
prices, trying to draw consumers in to create 
an earlier Black Friday. At many parishes, 
December offers a similar opportunity as 
more people attend Mass, especially for 
Christmas. Parish staff members and finance 
councils charged with encouraging generosity 
also see this as a time when members’ and 
visitors’ extra donations support the long-
term financial health of the parish. For many 
parishes, the financial gifts at Christmas can 
be equal to those of four, six, or even eight 
Sundays. At the same time, it can be 
disconcerting to the returning Catholic if too 
much mention is made of the need for a 
generous collection. Marketers, though, will 
not want to miss that opportunity with such a 
captive audience . . . er, I mean attentive 
congregation. Although the economy crashed 
in the third quarter of 2008, many parishes 
fared well through the end of that year. As 
the economy begins its recovery, I wonder 
what will happen at the close of this year. 

 
Certainly the economy has led most of 

the news stories this year. A big part of our 
economy is the health care industry. Like 
many of you, I have been following the 
health care debate. On one particular 
newscast, a segment aired that included a 
protester saying that everyone should just be 
on their own. So much for caring for each 
other! At a dinner party last weekend, one 

guest asked if we were living a life of 
scarcity or a life of abundance. Are we so 
afraid of living without something that we 
have become hoarders and are unwilling to 
share the abundance God has given us? I 
once saw a magnet that read “The things I 
have keep from enjoying the things I have.” 
Sometimes refrigerator-magnet or bumper-
sticker philosophy hits home. Anyway, I did 
a little online searching and came across an 
article by Old Testament professor Walter 
Brueggemann.  He urges us to imagine living 
knowing that the abundance from God is so 
great that we have to give it away and we’ll 
still have enough. It is worth noting that the 
article was written in 1999, shortly before the 
New York stock market hit a new high of just 
over 11,000 points. American’s new wealth 
was viewed as a scarcity to be hoarded, not 
shared. Here we are ten years later, having to 
learn to live as if it were ten years ago and 
we’re having problems doing so. Now I’ll be 
the first to admit that maybe I need better 
training as an economist, but I know that the 
gospel still calls us to share what we have, no 
matter how little it is that we think we have.  
This Christmas, maybe we need to be 
reminded that God’s gifts are abundant and 
that we in turn should live a life of sharing 
that abundance with others. 

 
You can read the entire article, The 

Liturgy of Abundance, The Myth of Scarcity, 
at http://www.religion-online.org/
showarticle.asp?title=533. 

TREASURE 
Invitations to Give Thanks 

Next month in Stewardship Stew, I’ll take a brief look at how we acknowledge our donors. 
Later in January, I’ll conduct a Webinar on that same topic. You might want to begin thinking 
about creating a parish newsletter. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /AgencyFB-Bold
    /AgencyFB-Reg
    /Algerian
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialRoundedMTBold
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /BaskOldFace
    /Bauhaus93
    /BellMT
    /BellMTBold
    /BellMTItalic
    /BerlinSansFB-Bold
    /BerlinSansFBDemi-Bold
    /BerlinSansFB-Reg
    /BernardMT-Condensed
    /BlackadderITC-Regular
    /BodoniMT
    /BodoniMTBlack
    /BodoniMTBlack-Italic
    /BodoniMT-Bold
    /BodoniMT-BoldItalic
    /BodoniMTCondensed
    /BodoniMTCondensed-Bold
    /BodoniMTCondensed-BoldItalic
    /BodoniMTCondensed-Italic
    /BodoniMT-Italic
    /BodoniMTPosterCompressed
    /BookAntiqua
    /BookAntiqua-Bold
    /BookAntiqua-BoldItalic
    /BookAntiqua-Italic
    /BookmanOldStyle
    /BookmanOldStyle-Bold
    /BookmanOldStyle-BoldItalic
    /BookmanOldStyle-Italic
    /BookshelfSymbolSeven
    /BradleyHandITC
    /BritannicBold
    /Broadway
    /BrushScriptMT
    /CalifornianFB-Bold
    /CalifornianFB-Italic
    /CalifornianFB-Reg
    /CalisMTBol
    /CalistoMT
    /CalistoMT-BoldItalic
    /CalistoMT-Italic
    /Castellar
    /Centaur
    /Century
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CenturySchoolbook
    /CenturySchoolbook-Bold
    /CenturySchoolbook-BoldItalic
    /CenturySchoolbook-Italic
    /Chiller-Regular
    /ColonnaMT
    /ComicSansMS
    /ComicSansMS-Bold
    /CooperBlack
    /CopperplateGothic-Bold
    /CopperplateGothic-Light
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /CurlzMT
    /EdwardianScriptITC
    /Elephant-Italic
    /Elephant-Regular
    /EngraversMT
    /ErasITC-Bold
    /ErasITC-Demi
    /ErasITC-Light
    /ErasITC-Medium
    /EstrangeloEdessa
    /FelixTitlingMT
    /FootlightMTLight
    /ForteMT
    /FranklinGothic-Book
    /FranklinGothic-BookItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Demi
    /FranklinGothic-DemiCond
    /FranklinGothic-DemiItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Heavy
    /FranklinGothic-HeavyItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Medium
    /FranklinGothic-MediumCond
    /FranklinGothic-MediumItalic
    /FreestyleScript-Regular
    /FrenchScriptMT
    /Garamond
    /Garamond-Bold
    /Garamond-Italic
    /Gautami
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Gigi-Regular
    /GillSansMT
    /GillSansMT-Bold
    /GillSansMT-BoldItalic
    /GillSansMT-Condensed
    /GillSansMT-ExtraCondensedBold
    /GillSansMT-Italic
    /GillSans-UltraBold
    /GillSans-UltraBoldCondensed
    /GloucesterMT-ExtraCondensed
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Bold
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Italic
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Regular
    /GoudyStout
    /Haettenschweiler
    /HarlowSolid
    /Harrington
    /HighTowerText-Italic
    /HighTowerText-Reg
    /Impact
    /ImprintMT-Shadow
    /InformalRoman-Regular
    /Jokerman-Regular
    /JuiceITC-Regular
    /Kartika
    /KristenITC-Regular
    /KunstlerScript
    /Latha
    /LatinWide
    /LucidaBright
    /LucidaBright-Demi
    /LucidaBright-DemiItalic
    /LucidaBright-Italic
    /LucidaCalligraphy-Italic
    /LucidaConsole
    /LucidaFax
    /LucidaFax-Demi
    /LucidaFax-DemiItalic
    /LucidaFax-Italic
    /LucidaHandwriting-Italic
    /LucidaSans
    /LucidaSans-Demi
    /LucidaSans-DemiItalic
    /LucidaSans-Italic
    /LucidaSans-Typewriter
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterBold
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterBoldOblique
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterOblique
    /LucidaSansUnicode
    /Magneto-Bold
    /MaiandraGD-Regular
    /Mangal-Regular
    /MaturaMTScriptCapitals
    /MicrosoftSansSerif
    /Mistral
    /Modern-Regular
    /MonotypeCorsiva
    /MSOutlook
    /MSReferenceSansSerif
    /MSReferenceSpecialty
    /MVBoli
    /NiagaraEngraved-Reg
    /NiagaraSolid-Reg
    /OCRAExtended
    /OldEnglishTextMT
    /Onyx
    /PalaceScriptMT
    /PalatinoLinotype-Bold
    /PalatinoLinotype-BoldItalic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Italic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Roman
    /Papyrus-Regular
    /Parchment-Regular
    /Perpetua
    /Perpetua-Bold
    /Perpetua-BoldItalic
    /Perpetua-Italic
    /PerpetuaTitlingMT-Bold
    /PerpetuaTitlingMT-Light
    /Playbill
    /PoorRichard-Regular
    /Pristina-Regular
    /Raavi
    /RageItalic
    /Ravie
    /Rockwell
    /Rockwell-Bold
    /Rockwell-BoldItalic
    /Rockwell-Condensed
    /Rockwell-CondensedBold
    /Rockwell-ExtraBold
    /Rockwell-Italic
    /ScriptMTBold
    /ShowcardGothic-Reg
    /Shruti
    /SnapITC-Regular
    /Stencil
    /Sylfaen
    /SymbolMT
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TempusSansITC
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Tunga-Regular
    /TwCenMT-Bold
    /TwCenMT-BoldItalic
    /TwCenMT-Condensed
    /TwCenMT-CondensedBold
    /TwCenMT-CondensedExtraBold
    /TwCenMT-Italic
    /TwCenMT-Regular
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
    /VinerHandITC
    /Vivaldii
    /VladimirScript
    /Vrinda
    /Webdings
    /Wingdings2
    /Wingdings3
    /Wingdings-Regular
    /ZWAdobeF
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


